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The Mental Health Association of Portland is Oregon’s impartial and independent advocate for persons with mental illness and
addiction. Our task is to help persons with mental illness or addiction speak up and speak out – and to speak for those who
cannot speak for themselves. It is a 501 C 3 nonprofit organization, governed by peer volunteers since 2003. The organization
maintains advisory councils and committees for individual educational and advocacy projects, and is a member of the Oregon
Council for Behavioral Health.
Our advocacy experience is strong. In 2003 we brought light to dire circumstances at the Oregon State Hospital which the
New York Times front page, helped win The Oregonian a Pulitzer, and launched a legislative investigation which rebuilt the
hospital. Our advocacy on behalf of persons routinely harmed by law enforcement has been front page news since the death
of James Chasse in 2006. Our person-to-person advocacy has changed policies and procedures by patrol officers, jail deputies,
prosecuting and defense attorneys, judges and court administrators. Our critically acclaimed and award-winning documentary
film from 2014, Alien Boy: The Life and Death of James Chasse has been distributed internationally. As amicus to the longrunning courtroom drama US DOJ v. City of Portland, we bring legal muscle to witness how people with mental illness
The organization provides education through the website and conferences. With links to over 20,000 articles and documents
about mental illness and addiction in Oregon, it is perhaps the largest web site dedicated to mental health advocacy. The site
is updated daily and has over 50,000 subscribers through email, Facebook, Twitter and an eventual reach of over 7.4 million
readers per year.
The organization is host of the Northwest Law & Mental Health Conference, held annually in the Spring, and the Oregon
Housing Conference, held annually in the Fall. Two new projects in 2020 are the Mental Health Alliance, which brings people
with mental illness to the public policy table, and Washington Recovery Services which provides housing for women and
children in Southwest Washington.
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Welcome to the 2020 Oregon Housing Conference. In a year of
pandemic and when we’re all changing how we learn, how we
train, how we share information, and how we collaborate, the
conference is online and virtual, and expanding its boundaries.
Welcome and we’re glad you’ve arrived.
The Oregon Housing Conference is a program of the Mental
Health Association of Portland, and 2020 will be our fourth
annual conference. The organization advocates on behalf of
people with mental illness, with addiction, and with alcoholism,
to equally access the law, housing, medical and supportive
services.
I’d like to thank our 2020 session keynoters, Margot Kushel,
MD, and Eric Tars, JD for taking the time to provide their expert
perspectives on this unique time and space we’re living though.
And thanks also to our session presenters, each coming to the
problem of how to protect people who are homeless from COVID - both the virus and the impact of its
economic and social consequences. These folks have been on the frontlines since long before day one.
The attendees to this conference know each one of these people are dedicated heroes and leaders in
their own communities. Thank you.
This conference wouldn’t be possible with generous assistance from our sponsors. I’d like specifically
to thank Cascadia Behavioral Healthcare, The Oregon Health Authority and it’s Public Health Division,
Central City Concern, Multnomah County, and CareOregon for sponsoring the conference each year from
its inception.
Again, and from our 2020 Conference Planning Committee, welcome to the Oregon Housing Conference.
Jason Renaud
Conference Coordinator
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Oregon Housing Conference Schedule - Day 1 & 2
All times are Pacific Standard Time

December 1, 2020

December 2, 2020

9:00 AM

9:00 AM

Welcome to the Oregon Housing Conference
Conference Coordinator Jason Renaud

Welcome to the Oregon Housing Conference
Conference Coordinator Jason Renaud

Phoenix City Councilor Carlos Garcia

Congresswoman Dina Titus, Nevada

9:15 AM

9:15 AM

Session One - Phoenix
Lisa Glow, JD - CEO of Central Arizona Shelter Services

Session Three - Las Vegas
Tim Burch – Administrator of Human Services, Clark County

Ash Uss - Advocacy and Partnerships Coordinator at
Andre House

Kathi Thomas Gibson – Director for the Office of Community Services,
City of Las Vegas

Bruce Liggett - Director of the Maricopa County Human
Services Department

Merideth Spriggs, Founder and Chief Kindness Officer, Caridad

Jessica Boehm - The Arizona Republic
LUNCH BREAK
1 PM
Keynote Talk - TITLE
Eric Tars, JD - Legal Director of the National Homelessness
Law Center
1:30 PM
Welcome to the Oregon Housing Conference
Oregon Governor Kate Brown
Sponsors of the Oregon Housing Conference
1:45 PM
Session Two - Portland
Raven Drake - Street Roots & JOIN
Deborah Kafoury - Chair, Multnomah County Commission
Jennifer Vines, MD - Medical Director, Multnomah County
Drew Grabham, LCSW - Portland Street Medicine
Molly Harbarger - The Oregonian
Day One closing comments
Conference Coordinator Jason Renaud

Briana Erickson, Las Vegas Review-Journal
LUNCH BREAK
1 PM
Keynote Talk - “Homelessness and COVID: A Crisis Upon a Crisis”
Margot Kushel, MD - Professor of Medicine in the Division of General
Internal Medicine at Zuckerberg San Francisco General Hospital,
Trauma Center and the Director of the UCSF Center for Vulnerable
Populations
1:30 PM
Welcome to the Oregon Housing Conference
Congresswoman Judy Chu, California
Sponsors of the Oregon Housing Conference
1:45 PM
Session Four - Los Angeles
Amy Perkins & Meredith Berkson - Los Angeles Homeless Services
Authority
Mike Arnold - CEO of the Midnight Mission
Gale Holland, Los Angeles Times
Matt Tinoco, Los Angeles Journalist
4:00 PM
Special Presentation - Mark Horvath of Invisible People
Interview and presentation of documentary videos,
with Jason Renaud
Day Two closing comments
Conference Coordinator Jason Renaud
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Carlos Garcia - City Councilor
WELCOMING TALK
Carlos Garcia was elected City Councilor in Phoenix in 2019. He
was born in Cananea, Sonora, Mexico and migrated to Arizona at
the age of five, where he was raised by his mother and grandfather.
His work stands on the belief that diverse people with common
struggles and vision have the power to change the course of
history. Carlos co-founded One Arizona, a non-profit coalition
focused on civic engagement. He was a key player in defeating
the former MCSO Sheriff, Joe Arpaio, and in challenging the
notorious racial profiling law SB 1070.
Carlos lives in South Phoenix with his wife, Alexis, and their two
small children, Chimal and Yaretzi. On the weekends, they enjoy
cheering on Chimal at basketball games at the Kroc Center and
at chess tournaments.

Kate Brown – Oregon Governor
WELCOMING TALK
Kate Brown, Oregon’s 38th Governor, has over 25 years of
experience in standing up for working families and making
government more accountable. As Governor, she’s signed
legislation to improve the state’s education system, to add jobs
by passing Oregon’s largest transportation package, to contain
costs by improving government efficiency and accountability,
and to ensure that 95 percent of adults and all children have
access to health care.
Governor Brown came to Oregon to attend Lewis and Clark’s
Northwestern School of Law, where she received her law degree
and Certificate in Environmental Law.
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DAY 1 Session One - Phoenix

Lisa Glow, JD - CEO of Central Arizona Shelter Services
Lisa Glow became the Chief Executive Officer for Central Arizona Shelter Services (CASS)
in 2017. CASS is Arizona’s largest and longest-serving emergency shelter that has been at
the forefront of solutions to address homelessness since 1984.
Lisa obtained her law degree in 1989, graduating magna cum laude from the University
of Arizona James E. Rogers College of Law. She discovered her passion for service to
others when she left her law practice in 1998 to work with former Arizona Governor
Janet Napolitano. She first served in the Attorney General’s Office as Chief Counsel for
Children, helping to deliver on Napolitano’s promises as the Children’s Attorney General.
Lisa later led the Governor’s Office of Children, Youth and Families, helping Napolitano to
implement her commitment to social justice for all people.
Lisa’s focus in her first three years at CASS has raised the profile of homelessness. She
has led the agency to: expand housing services for more people to quickly end their homelessness; expand partnerships with
cities to fill service gaps in communities; build specialized programming for vulnerable senior citizens who are experiencing
homelessness; and advocate and secure funding to the Arizona Housing Trust Fund.

Ash Uss - Advocacy and Partnerships Coordinator at Andre House
Ash Uss serves as the Advocacy & Partnerships Coordinator for Andre House of
Hospitality, a faith-based organization that provides basic needs to people experiencing
homelessness.
Currently, she is part of a team of service providers advocating for an increase in shelter
beds to address the growing unsheltered homeless population in Phoenix.
Heavily influenced by her time in direct service and by findings from a research study she
conducted with 100 unsheltered people in downtown Phoenix, Ash works diligently to
elevate the voices of people with lived experience. She is passionate about disrupting
structural, institutional and cultural practices which criminalize homelessness and
poverty.

Bruce Liggett - Director of the Maricopa County Human Services Department
Bruce Liggett has decades of public and private experience in human services in
Arizona. He administered State programs for persons with developmental disabilities.
Bruce managed agency policy and planning at the Department of Economic Security
(DES) and coordinated the development of the Arizona’s long-term care system. He
established the state Child Care Administration, was an early education advocate, and
later directed the private Child Care Association.
As DES Deputy Director, he managed public assistance and employment programs,
providing leadership for welfare reform implementation. Bruce is the Director of the
Maricopa County Human Services Department, overseeing Head Start, Community
Action, Senior Services, Workforce Development, Housing, and Homelessness programs.
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DAY 1 Session One - Phoenix

Jessica Boehm - The Arizona Republic
Jessica Boehm covers the city of Phoenix and Maricopa County for The Arizona
Republic. She’s a third generation Arizonan and grew up reading The Arizona Republic
and clipping coupons in the Sunday paper with her mom. She has both bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in journalism from Arizona State University.
Twitter – @jboehm_NEWS
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Keynote Speaker
ERIC TARS
National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty

Eric Tars serves as the National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty’s legal director, leading its human rights,
civil rights, and children’s rights programs and managing its cutting edge litigation, strategic policy advocacy,
and outreach and training initiatives at the international, national, and local levels. Eric helped spearhead the
launch of the Law Center’s national Housing Not Handcuffs campaign, has served as counsel of record in multiple
precedent-setting cases, including Martin v. Boise in the 9th Circuit, and is frequently quoted in national and local
media, including NPR, AP, New York Times, Washington Post, and VICE News.
Before coming to the Law Center, Eric was a Fellow with Global Rights’ U.S. Racial Discrimination Program and
consulted with Columbia University Law School’s Human Rights Institute and the US Human Rights Network,
where he currently serves as the vice-chair of the Network’s Board. Eric also teaches human rights advocacy as an
adjunct professor at Drexel University Kline School of Law.
Eric received his J.D. magna cum laude as a Global Law Scholar at the Georgetown University Law Center. He
received his B.A. magna cum laude in political science from Haverford College and studied international human
rights in Vienna at the Institute for European Studies and at the University of Vienna.
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DAY 1 Session Two - Portland

Raven Drake - Street Roots & JOIN
Ms. Raven Drake is a former Navy corpsman who has worked with a large coalition of
peers – people with lived experience of houselessness – to build, staff and support three
shelter in-place camps in Portland, Oregon for the nonprofit organization JOIN. She
continues to be a strong advocate for the houseless community.
After moving to Portland in December 2019 she has struggled with being houseless,
only recently being able to get herself indoors into an apartment.
She works with many organizations such as Street Roots, a local street newspaper, to
support their missions for advocacy of the houseless community.

Deborah Kafoury - Chair, Multnomah County Commission
Multnomah County Chair Deborah Kafoury has long propelled innovative solutions to
the region’s most pressing issues of homelessness, economic disparities and gaps in
the behavioral health system. She co-founded the Joint Office for Homeless Services
with the City of Portland, as well as A Home for Everyone, the region’s first communitywide strategy for preventing and ending homelessness, which served more than 35,000
people last year.
Deborah began her public service in the Oregon House of Representatives, and served
two years as the House Minority Leader. In 2008, she was elected to the Multnomah
County Commission. She was elected Multnomah County Chair in 2014 and re-elected in
May 2018 for a second term.

Jennifer Vines, MD - Medical Director, Multnomah County
As the Multnomah County Health Officer and lead health officer for the Tri-County
region Dr. Jennifer Vines provides physician leadership on a range of public health issues.
A member of the public health leadership team responsible for advancing local public
health policy, she has also served as the medical lead for outbreak response, tuberculosis
treatment and prevention, and the county’s sexually transmitted disease clinic. She
plays an active role in the county’s response to opiate and other substance use disorders
and has helped to promote tobacco and nicotine prevention policies at the local and
state levels. Dr. Vines is a champion of the Multnomah County Public Health Advisory
Board public health ethics committee and physician ambassador to health systems and
community groups across the region.
Dr. Vines’ other work experience includes serving as health officer for Columbia County,
Oregon, and as Deputy Health Officer for several counties in southwestern Washington.
Trained at Oregon Health & Science University in Family Medicine and Preventive
Medicine, Dr. Vines has a master’s degree in public health and health management and policy. She practiced primary care in a
variety of health clinics in the Portland area prior to pursuing full time health officer work.
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DAY 1 Session Two - Portland

Drew Grabham, LCSW - Portland Street Medicine
Drew Grabham, LCSW helped start and develop Portland Street Medicine, a coalition of
volunteer medical providers, social workers, care managers, and lay people dedicated to
reaching our most forgotten citizens.
In his work, Drew emphasizes the importance of truly meeting people where they are at,
helping to empower people to work on their own identified goals, and to talk about the
numerous systems failures that have created our unjust and discriminatory practices in
healthcare and housing. Focusing on engagement, building relationships and working
to repair trust, those are the first key steps to any meaningful intervention or dialogue.

Molly Harbarger - The Oregonian
Appalachia-born, Northwest-stationed, Molly Harbarger is an award-winning reporter for
the The Oregonian who has covered local government, agriculture, forestry, education,
health, housing and homelessness, state and national politics, and more recently on the
Portland protests following the killing of George Floyd by Minneapolis police officers.
Twitter – @MollyHarbarger

This concludes Day 1
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Dina Titus – US Congresswoman from Nevada
WELCOMING TALK
Serving the First Congressional District of Nevada,
Congresswoman Dina Titus has built a strong record of
achievement as both an educator and a public servant. As a
professor, Dr. Titus taught American and Nevada government
classes from 1979 through June 2011 at the University of Nevada,
Las Vegas where she has professor emeritus status. A noted nonfiction writer, she is internationally known for her expertise in
the history and policies related to nuclear power, weaponry, and
waste as well as for her knowledge of the popular lore of “Atomic
Culture.”
In 1988, Dina was elected to represent the people of District
Seven in the Nevada State Senate, serving as the Democratic
Minority Leader from 1993 to 2008. During her service in the Legislature, Dina was a champion for quality
education and renewable energy development, and a strong advocate on behalf of Nevada’s children,
seniors, and persons with disabilities.
Currently in her fifth term in the U.S. House of Representatives, Dina is the dean of Nevada’s Congressional
delegation. She is a proud member of the House Committees on Transportation and Infrastructure,
Foreign Affairs, and Homeland Security. In 2018, Dina was elected to become the Chair of a key
Transportation and Infrastructure Subcommittee, where she works to help Nevada’s communities
better respond to natural disasters, address the devastating impacts of climate change, and fight for
infrastructure projects that will benefit the most vulnerable.

Judy Chu – US Congresswoman from California
WELCOMING TALK
Judy Chu was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in
July 2009. She represents the 27th Congressional District, which
includes Pasadena and the west San Gabriel Valley of southern
California.
Rep. Chu currently serves on the powerful House Ways and
Means Committee, which has jurisdiction over legislation pertaining to taxes, revenues, Social Security, and Medicare. In that
Committee, Rep. Chu is a member of the Subcommittees on
Health, giving her oversight over healthcare reform and crucial
safety net programs, Worker and Family Support, and Oversight.
She also serves on the House Small Business Committee, which
has oversight of the Small Business Administration, and is the Chair of the Small Business Oversight Subcommittee.
Chu was first elected to the Board of Education for Garvey School District in 1985. From there, she was
elected to the Monterey Park City Council, where she served as Mayor three times. She then was elected
to the State Assembly and then California’s elected tax board, known as the State Board of Equalization. In
2009, she became the first Chinese American woman elected to Congress in history.
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DAY 2 Session Three - Las Vegas

Tim Burch – Administrator of Human Services, Clark County
Tim Burch is a two-time alumnus of the University of Nevada – Las Vegas with a
bachelor’s degree in Criminal Justice and a master’s degree in Public Administration. He
has invested over 25 years in improving health and human services systems of care while
working in the private, public, and non-profit sectors. Eighteen of those years have been
in local government in Clark County (Las Vegas), Nevada where he has served in a variety
of capacities, including executive leadership roles as the Director of the Department of
Social Service as well as the Director for the Department of Family Services.
Tim has also served as CEO for a provider of innovative public sector software solutions,
as well as Chief Strategy Officer for a boutique public sector consulting firm, and
continues to serve as graduate faculty at UNLV’s Greenspun College of Urban Affairs,
School of Public Policy and Leadership. He brings all of that experience into his current
role as Administrator of Human Services for Clark County.

Kathi Thomas Gibson – Director for the Office of Community Services, City of Las Vegas
Kathi Thomas-Gibson addresses comprehensive community initiatives as the Director
for the Office of Community Services for the City of Las Vegas. In this role Ms. ThomasGibson oversees key projects addressing homelessness, affordable housing development,
education, youth services, neighborhood revitalization, and services for special needs
populations.
Ms. Thomas-Gibson has more than 25 years of experience implementing federal grants
programs including Community Development Block Grants, Housing Opportunities
for Persons with AIDS, Welfare-to-Work, and other special purpose programs for at-risk
communities. She is often a convener of key stakeholders and has successfully addressed
complex, longstanding problems through collaborative leadership approaches. Ms.
Thomas-Gibson has worked in both the not-for-profit and public sectors to enhance
meaningful change in service delivery systems so that programs are efficient and effective.
Ms. Thomas-Gibson has been an adjunct instructor and frequent lecturer for higher education systems in Nevada and California.
Her area of focus is leadership and management, with an emphasis on community engagement strategies. She has a Master’s in
Public Administration and received her Bachelor’s degree in political science from the University of California, Berkeley.
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DAY 2 Session Three - Las Vegas

Briana Erickson, Las Vegas Review-Journal
Briana Erickson covers homeless and veterans’ issues for the Review-Journal. A proud
“Florida Woman” living in the desert, she centers her reporting around people living in
the shadows.
Before joining the Review-Journal in 2017, the University of Florida graduate wrote
for the North Central Florida NPR affiliate and the South Florida Sun Sentinel. She was
named College Journalist of the Year by the Society of Professional Journalists.
Twitter – @ByBrianaE

Merideth Spriggs, Founder and Chief Kindness Officer, Caridad
After struggling with her own homelessness, Merideth Spriggs was hired at San Diego
Rescue Mission’s Recuperative Care Unit. In 2010 she created Caridad to educate the
public about homelessness and create partnerships between agencies and volunteers.
She has participated in the 100,000 Homes Campaign. In 2014 in Las Vegas she joined
the Downtown Rangers, to provide customer service-based outreach to people who are
homeless. Spriggs served as Southern Nevada’s lead on outreach for the federal 25 Cities
Initiative working with VA, HUD, and USICH to coordinate ending veterans’ homelessness in
2015.
She has been named Las Vegas’s Citizen of the Month and American Heroes Channel and
People Magazine featured Spriggs as one of three finalists for the Red Bandanna Hero
award.
She received a degree in Christian Education from Olivet Nazarene University and a Masters of Divinity from Nazarene Theological
Seminary.
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Keynote Speaker
MARGOT KUSHEL, MD
Professor of Medicine in the Division of General Internal
Medicine at Zuckerberg San Francisco General Hospital,
Trauma Center and the Director of the UCSF Center for
Vulnerable Populations

Margot Kushel, MD is a Professor of Medicine in the Division of General Internal Medicine at Zuckerberg San
Francisco General Hospital and Trauma Center and the Director of the UCSF Center for Vulnerable Populations.
Margot’s research focuses on reducing the burden of homelessness on health through examining efforts to
prevent and end homelessness and mitigating the effects of housing instability on health care outcomes. She uses
a variety of research methodologies with an aim towards informing the development of programs and policies to
end homelessness via understanding the complex interactions between health and housing. She has a particular
interest in homelessness in older adults and homelessness in medically complicated individuals.
Dr. Kushel is the Principal Investigator of an National Institute on Aging funded research project that developed
the HOPE HOME (Health Outcomes in Populations Experiencing Homelessness in Older Middle age) cohort, an
ongoing longitudinal cohort study examining the causes and effects of homelessness on adults aged 50 and
over in Oakland. She is the Co-Principal Investigator (with Kelly Knight, PhD) of a companion study examining
involvement of families in rehousing older adults experiencing homeless. Passionate about training the next
generation of researchers seeking to improve outcomes in vulnerable populations, she is the Principal Investigator
of a K24 mid-career award from NIA to mentor junior investigators in aging in vulnerable populations and directs
the UCSF Primary Care Research Fellowship. Margot works with diverse stakeholders to implement programmatic
and policy changes based on her research. She maintains an active clinical practice at Zuckerberg San Francisco
General Hospital in both primary care and inpatient medicine.
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DAY 2 Session Four - Los Angeles

Amy Perkins & Meredith Berkson, Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority
Amy Perkins, MSW, is Special Director of Housing Central Command for the Los Angeles
Homeless Services Authority. Amy came to the LAHSA from the office of Mayor Eric
Garcetti. She was the Associate Director of the Access & Engagement Department
for LAHSA, overseeing the training and develop of over 100 street outreach workers
and aligning the department’s operations and strategic vision. Amy was a founding
representative at the city’s Unified Homelessness Response Center, where she worked
to help develop relationships and align the missions of multiple agencies engaged in
coordinated efforts to end homelessness.
Prior to her work at LAHSA, Amy was the Director of Strategic Partnerships and oversaw
Housing Navigation programs in the San Fernando Valley at LA Family Housing, one of
the largest comprehensive real estate developers and homeless service providers in Los
Angeles.
With a background in both domestic violence services and the adoption and foster care systems, Amy understands how the
intersection of trauma, environment, and oppression can impact the lives of marginalized communities.
Meredith Berkson is the Director of Policy and Systems at the Los Angeles Homeless
Services Authority. Meredith started her work in homeless services over a decade ago as
a case manager at Glide Foundation’s Drop-In Center in the Tenderloin of San Francisco,
and at The People Concern’s Access Center in Santa Monica, and then for PATH in San
Francisco as their Director of Coordinated Entry and then as Regional Director of South
County Programs.
At PATH she oversaw the Coordinated Entry System in Southeast Los Angeles and the
immense growth of the South County Department and service portfolio, including
prevention, problem solving, outreach, rapid rehousing, and permanent supportive
housing programs.
Meredith is passionate about changing policies and systems to better address the needs
of people experiencing homelessness.

Mike Arnold - CEO of the Midnight Mission
Michael Arnold has been the President and CEO of The Midnight Mission since January
of 2016. Prior to his current position, Mike was a Certified Public Accountant and also
served as Executive Director of the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority (LAHSA).
Mike’s professional experience includes Big Four international public accounting and
executive management roles in the non-profit and government sectors, serving in
executive roles with the UCLA Neuropsychiatric Hospital and UCLA Neuropsychiatric
Institute and large health systems and research institutes. He also founded an
independent consulting firm specializing in federal contract and grant compliance,
health care finance, and organizational management.
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DAY 2 Session Four - Los Angeles

Gale Holland, Los Angeles Times
Gale Holland covers homelessness and poverty for the Los Angeles Times. Starting in
2005, she edited the cops and courts beat, wrote news columns and covered higher
education. A series about college construction abuses that she wrote with Michael
Finnegan won a 2012 investigative reporting award from the Nieman Foundation. A Los
Angeles native, she has worked for USA Today, Copley News and L.A. Weekly and wants
to understand the consequences of urban inequality.
Twitter – @geholland

Matt Tinoco, Los Angeles
Matt Tinoco is a multi-platform journalist who is deeply familiar with the history, politics
and people of his hometown Los Angeles, California, and more generally the American
West.
He is an independent reporter for broadcast, podcast, and web, and publishes a
newsletter on homelessness in Southern California, Home For Who? He’s covered
housing & homelessness for the Los Angeles NPR affiliate 89.3 KPCC, LAist.com, The
California Report, Marketplace, NPR, and other nationally syndicated programs, and
he’s published locally in Curbed, Los Angeles, LA Weekly, the L.A. Review of Books, and
nationally in CityLab, Mother Jones, Politico Magazine, Quartz, VICE, Jezebel, and others.
Matt now lives in Central Los Angeles, where he is the fourth generation of his family to
sit in traffic on the Hollywood Freeway. He grew up in North Hollywood, and out in the
Antelope Valley and Ventura County suburbs. He attended the University of Southern
California.
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SPECIAL PRESENTER - Mark Horvath of Invisible People
Interview and presentation of documentary videos, with Jason Renaud
Mark Horvath of Invisible People has broken the mold. He’s
not doing what makes sense. He’s not doing something that
even pays the bills. He is living out his passion and doing
what burns deep inside of him. Mark has developed Invisible
People to give a face and voice to homelessness, something
he knows all too well since he once lived among them. His
work is extremely innovative and his ingenious use of social
media for storytelling is a model for both the corporate and
not-for-profit worlds.
After an extended period of unemployment and losing
his house to foreclosure, Mark grabbed his camera and
started to use social media to help tell the stories of people
experiencing homelessness. With only a $45 start-up budget
and lots of tenacity, Mark has used social media to reach a
different stakeholder and change how people perceive a
very serious social crisis that’s mostly ignored.
Mark regularly works on cause campaigns with major brands
like Hanes, Ford, and Virgin Mobile, and has consulted for
the City of Los Angeles, Los Angeles County, Los Angeles Police Department, Utah, the City of San Francisco, USC Annenberg
School for Communication & Journalism, and more. In addition, Mark has served as a guest lecturer at educational institutions
across the globe including UCLA, USC, NYU, and Syracuse University. In 2018, The Nonprofit Times included Mark in their 2018
Power & Influence Top 50 nonprofit executives.

samhealth.org/Together
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HERE’S TO
STRONGER
COMMUNITIES
Just like you, Regence is invested in this
place we’re all proud to call home. Working
together, we can help build stronger,
healthier communities throughout our region.
That’s why we wholeheartedly support
Oregon Housing Conference.

REGENCE.COM

HOUSING IS HEALTHCARE.
A stable place to live is key to improving
the health and well-being of our whole
community.

WWW.CASCADIABHC.ORG
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Providing care from head to
toe — and ear to ear

45.03.912.1 (09/18)

aetna.com
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Envisioning a
healthy Oregon
OHA’s Mission:
Ensuring all people
and communities
can achieve
optimum physical,
mental and social
wellbeing through
partnerships,
prevention
and access to
quality, affordable
health care.

for more information, visit

www.oregon.gov/OHA
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Meet Gwenn.
Gwenn Wysling runs Bethlehem Inn, a nonprofit adapting
to meet new challenges that come with COVID-19 while
continuing to house and assist individuals and families
experiencing homelessness. With a grant from the Oregon
Community Recovery Fund, her organization has been able
to stay open, keeping many people on the path to stability.
One mother found safe shelter at Bethlehem Inn with her
two children—and kept her job—after camping along the
Deschutes river to escape an abusive home. The Oregon
Community Foundation helps make this happen. Read
about this and other stories of impact at oregoncf.org/COVID.

O R E G O N C F.O R G / C O V I D
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IT’S YOUR
STORY. LIVE
IT YOUR WAY.
Our Mission: From clinical care and peer support
programs to housing, we provide resources so
people seeking mental health care can develop
the tools to thrive, not just survive.
22

Thanks to all the Oregon Housing Conference Sponsors!
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Supreme Court Lets Martin v. Boise Stand:
Homeless Persons Cannot Be Punished for Sleeping in Absence of Alternatives

On December 16, 2019, the US Supreme Court denied a petition by the city of Boise to review the case of Martin v. Boise (formerly Bell v. Boise). This leaves in place earlier rulings by the 9th Circuit that homeless persons cannot be punished for sleeping
outside on public property in the absence of adequate alternatives. People experiencing unsheltered homelessness—at least
in the 9th Circuit—can sleep more safely without facing criminal punishment for simply trying to survive on the streets.
The Supreme Court’s decision, issued without comment, means the April 2019 ruling is binding in the 9th Circuit, covering nine
states including most of the western states, and carries national influence. The ruling also means that homeless individuals
who have received criminal citations under Boise’s policy can now proceed with their constitutional claims against the City.
The National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty, which filed the case in 2009 with co-counsel Idaho Legal Aid Services
and Latham & Watkins LLP, hailed the decision as being essential to encouraging cities to propose constructive alternatives to
homelessness.
“We’re thrilled the Court has let the 9th Circuit decision stand so that homeless people are not punished for sleeping on the
streets when they have no other option,” said Maria Foscarinis, Executive Director at the Law Center. “But ultimately, our goal
is to end homelessness through housing—which is effective and saves taxpayer dollars—so that no one has to sleep on the
streets in the first place. We hope that the 9th Circuit decision will help communities find the political will to put that housing in
place. Housing, not handcuffs, is what ends homelessness.”
Martin v. Boise challenged Boise’s enforcement of its Camping and Disorderly Conduct Ordinances against persons experiencing homelessness—those who need to sleep in public in the absence of adequate housing or shelter. Last year, a panel of the
9th Circuit held that “as long as there is no option of sleeping indoors, the government cannot criminalize indigent, homeless
people for sleeping outdoors, on public property, on the false premise they had a choice in the matter.” Following that ruling,
the city of Boise petitioned the entire 9th Circuit to rehear the case, which was rejected in April. Boise then asked the Supreme
Court to hear the case and today the Court rejected that request, thereby affirming that within the 9th Circuit, “the Eighth
Amendment precludes the enforcement of a statute prohibiting sleeping outside against homeless individuals with no access
to alternative shelter.”
“Despite the doom and gloom of the appellants and those who joined them in filing amici, this ruling is a win for everyone,”
said Eric Tars, Legal Director at the Law Center. “Cities can still address encampments on their streets, they just have to do it in
constructive ways that reduce harm and actually help end homelessness. Public health and public safety are best maintained
by making sure everyone has an adequate place to live, not by putting homeless people in jail or giving them fines and fees
they can’t pay.
From - the National Homelessness Law Center
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Mental Health America’s State of Mental Health In America Annual Survey
Overall Ranking
Nevada 2021 - 51
Nevada 2020 - 51
Nevada 2019 - 51
Nevada 2018 - 51
Nevada 2017 - 51
Nevada 2016 - 49

Adult Ranking
Nevada 2021 - 42
Nevada 2020 - 47
Nevada 2019 - 48
Nevada 2018 - 50
Nevada 2017 - 51
Nevada 2016 - 49

Youth Ranking
Nevada 2021 - 51
Nevada 2020 - 51
Nevada 2019 - 51
Nevada 2018 - 51
Nevada 2017 - 48
Nevada 2016 - 45

Prevalence
Nevada 2021 - 43
Nevada 2020 - 45
Nevada 2019 - 44
Nevada 2018 - 43
Nevada 2017 - 36
Nevada 2016 - 25

Overall Ranking
California 2021 - 25
California 2020 - 22
California 2019 - 25
California 2018 - 24
California 2017 - 23
California 2016 - 23

Adult Ranking
California 2021 - 21
California 2020 - 16
California 2019 - 22
California 2018 - 15
California 2017 - 15
California 2016 - 21

Youth Ranking
California 2021 - 33
California 2020 - 33
California 2019 - 34
California 2018 - 39
California 2017 - 38
California 2016 - 35

Prevalence
California 2021 - 14
California 2020 - 21
California 2019 - 23
California 2018 - 24
California 2017 - 26
California 2016 - 27

Overall Ranking
Arizona 2021 - 40
Arizona 2020 - 28
Arizona 2019 - 39
Arizona 2018 - 49
Arizona 2017 - 50
Arizona 2016 - 50

Adult Ranking
Arizona 2021 - 17
Arizona 2020 - 18
Arizona 2019 - 30
Arizona 2018 - 42
Arizona 2017 - 42
Arizona 2016 - 32

Youth Ranking
Arizona 2021 - 49
Arizona 2020 - 30
Arizona 2019 - 43
Arizona 2018 - 50
Arizona 2017 - 50
Arizona 2016- 47

Prevalence
Arizona 2021 - 32
Arizona 2020 - 20
Arizona 2019 - 25
Arizona 2018 - 45
Arizona 2017 - 49
Arizona 2016 - 40

Overall Ranking
Oregon 2021 - 48
Oregon 2020 - 50
Oregon 2019 - 49
Oregon 2018 - 44
Oregon 2017 - 49
Oregon 2016 - 51

Adult Ranking
Oregon 2021 - 49
Oregon 2020 - 51
Oregon 2019 - 51
Oregon 2018 - 48
Oregon 2017 - 49
Oregon 2016 - 48

Youth Ranking
Oregon 2021 - 41
Oregon 2020 - 47
Oregon 2019 - 44
Oregon 2018 - 41
Oregon 2017 - 49
Oregon 2016 - 49

Prevalence
Oregon 2021 - 51
Oregon 2020 - 51
Oregon 2019 - 51
Oregon 2018 - 51
Oregon 2017 - 51
Oregon 2016 - 51
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Housing & Urban Development Continuum of Care Homeless Assistance Programs Homeless
Populations and Subpopulations - surveys for 2016-2019
Las Vegas / Clark County Continuum of Care
TOTAL POPULATION Las Vegas metro area 2019 - 2,227,053
Sheltered

Unsheltered

2019
Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

1,670

543

467

333

3,317

5,530

Sheltered

Unsheltered

2018
Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

1,659

540

1,829

1,146

3,884

6,083

Sheltered

Unsheltered

2017
Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

1,635

502

1,560

1,290

4,353

6,490

Sheltered

Unsheltered

2016
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Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

1,810

667

1,171

672

3,731

6,208

Los Angeles City and County Continuum of Care
TOTAL POPULATION Los Angeles County 2019 - 10,200,000
Sheltered

2019

Unsheltered

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

10,834

2,952

10,904

6,583

42,471

56,257

Sheltered

2018

Unsheltered

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

8,819

3,566

10,849

6,406

37,540

49,955

Sheltered

2017

Unsheltered

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

8,832

5,140

1,560

1,290

41,216

55,188

Sheltered

2016

Unsheltered

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

6,010

5,063

11,628

8,978

32,781

43,854
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Phoenix, Mesa/Maricopa County Continuum of Care
TOTAL POPULATION Phoenix metro area 2019 - 4,948,203
Sheltered

2019

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

1,975

1,451

996

1116

3,188

6,614

Sheltered

2018

Unsheltered

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

2,099

1,581

405

575

2,618

6,298

Sheltered

2017

Unsheltered

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

2,254

1,292

434

476

2,059

5,605

Sheltered

2016
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Unsheltered

Unsheltered

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

2,362

1,694

434

476

1,646

5,702

Portland, Gresham/Multnomah County Continuum of Care
TOTAL POPULATION Portland metro 2019 - 2,127,000
Sheltered

2019

Unsheltered

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

1,459

519

839

929

2,037

4,015

Sheltered

2018

Unsheltered

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

1,804

547

747

626

1,668*

4,019

Sheltered

2017

Unsheltered

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

1,752

757

747

626

1,668*

4,117

Sheltered

2016

Unsheltered

Emergency
Shelter

Transitional
Housing

Severely
Mentally Ill

Chronic
Substance
Abuse

Total
Unsheltered

Total
Homeless

1,237

790

311

233

1,887

3,914

*2017 & 2018 numbers are exactly the same.
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Every day, CareOregon goes beyond physical
health care to look at the whole person.
During the COVID-19 pandemic, mental health care and access to social services,
like housing, are more important than ever.
We’re proud to partner with community-based organizations that work to keep
Oregon healthy and resilient.

Making health care work for everyone.

That’s the CareOregon Effect.
careoregon.org

WE’RE
IN THIS
TOGETHER
We believe that good health is an essential part of a strong, connected community.
And we’re committed to providing compassionate care to help our neighbors during these
unprecedented times.

367710081_ADV_11-20

Kaiser Permanente is proud to support the Oregon Housing Conference’s goal of addressing the
impacts of COVID-19 and homelessness.
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PLANNING COMMITTEE
Andy Miller is Executive Director of Human Solutions, a leader in poverty prevention, homelessness
services, and affordable housing in Multnomah County. Human Solutions has an annual operating
budget of over $10 million, and owns over 700 units of affordable housing.
Andy is a former board member for Family Forward Oregon and Community Partners for Affordable
Housing.
Prior to coming to Human Solutions, Andy served as Chief Operating Officer and Director of Housing
and Enterprise Operations with Volunteers of America Oregon. He spent thirteen years with the City of
Portland’s Housing Bureau, including Executive Leadership positions as the Bureau Operations Manager
and Deputy Director. During Andy’s time with the City of Portland, Miller had a successful track record of developing, preserving and
advocating for resources to fund effective community-based solutions for homelessness and the development of hundreds of units.
Jim Hlava is the Vice-President of Housing for Cascadia Behavioral HealthCare as well as the President
of Cascadia Housing, Inc. Jim graduated from Portland State University in 1985 with a Masters Degree
in Social Work and is a licensed clinical social worker in Oregon. He has worked for the past 31 years at
Cascadia, with the first 20 years focused on delivering, developing and managing case management,
employment and housing programs.
For the past 10 years, Jim’s focus has been on the property side of Cascadia’s housing portfolio,
specifically related to managing existing properties, developing new properties and connecting our
clients, our programs and our properties in ways to support people and to improve the health and lives
of those who live in our housing.
Rachael Duke started as the executive director at Community Partners for Affordable Housing in 2015
with a long history working in the affordable housing sector, including 15 years at Home Forward and
seven years at the City of Portland’s Bureau of Housing and Community Development. At Home Forward
Rachael spent the last few years of her tenure focused on housing people with multiple housing barriers
while collaborating with health care agencies and service agencies to address those barriers.
Rachael has served on numerous boards including Jewish Family Child Services and Peninsula Children’s
Center. She is currently on the board of Housing Oregon. She is a trained mediator and facilitator and
holds a Masters of Urban Studies from Portland State University and a BA from Oberlin College (Ohio).
Lisa Naito has over 25 years of experience building relationships with leaders in Oregon and working for
positive public policy. She learns about her client’s objectives and develops unique strategies to achieve
winning results. Since 2010, Lisa has successfully represented clients in the Oregon State Legislature,
with Oregon’s Congressional delegation, at METRO and to counties and cities in Oregon. Lisa knows how
to navigate the systems of government and how decisions are made.
Born in Portland, Lisa grew up in Corvallis and graduated from Rice University in Houston, Texas. After
obtaining her law degree from the University of Oregon and passing the Oregon State Bar, she served as
a Deputy District Attorney in Multnomah County and then in the private practice of law. She was elected
to the Oregon Legislature as a State Representative in 1990, later served as a METRO Councilor and also
as a Multnomah County Commissioner.
Jason Renaud is coordinator of the Oregon Housing Conference and the Northwest Law & Mental Health
Conference. He’s been an advocate for people in recovery from addiction and mental illness and worked
for nonprofit organizations in Oregon and Washington State wearing executive, communications,
development and clinical hats for over 30 years.
Jason produced, along with filmmaker Brian Lindstrom, the award-winning documentary, Alien Boy: The
Life and Death of James Chasse, the catalyst to Portland’s police accountability reforms and the Federal
lawsuit USDOJ v. City of Portland. He is a frequent speaker to legal and public health agencies on criminal
justice reform and it’s relation to recovery from addiction and mental illness.
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